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30 November 2020 
 
Dear Convener,   
 
Re: Apprenticeship Employment Grant and Pathways to Apprenticeships   

 
I am writing to you to advise the Committee of recent Scottish Government initiatives which 
have been introduced to support employers to take on apprentices during this 

unprecedented time. Please find below an update on the Scottish Government’s two new 
initiatives, Pathways to Apprenticeships and an Apprenticeship Employment Grant, to 
maximise apprenticeship uptake throughout Scotland.  
 
Apprenticeship Employment Grant 

 
The Covid-19 pandemic has had an unprecedented effect on Scotland’s economy and 
continues to have an impact on apprenticeship provision throughout the year. The Scottish 

Government is committed to our apprenticeship programme and will continue to do all we 
can to support apprentices and their employers during this time.  
 
I am pleased to inform the Committee that the Scottish Government is creating a new 

Apprenticeship Employment Grant to encourage employers to take on Modern and 
Graduate apprenticeships.  
 
The grant makes available £5,000 for employers taking on a 16 to 24 year old apprentice, 

and for those aged up to 29 years old who are disabled, care leavers and Minority Ethnic. 
Any employers who take on an apprentice aged 25 or older will receive a financial 
incentive of £3,500.   
 

Funding will be available for eligible employers where the apprenticeship start date was on 
or after 1 December 2020 and funding will be available for apprenticeship starts until 25 
March 2021. 
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Pathways to Apprenticeships 

We are acutely aware of the disproportionate impact that recessions can have on key 
priority groups and young people which is why the Scottish Government announced £60 
million of funding for the Young Person’s Guarantee, giving all young people aged 16 to 24 

access to work, training an apprenticeship or education. 

As part of the £60 million commitment to the Young Person’s Guarantee, £10 million of 
funding was made available to support Pathway Apprenticeships which will respond to an 

expected gap between young people being available for work and when employers start to 
recruit again.  

This initiative will provide work-based learning for school-leavers up to the age of 18 that is 

linked to an apprenticeship and will support progression into an apprenticeship. Pathway 
Apprenticeships will be available initially in construction, business skills, software and 
hardware IT, engineering and early years. 

Our national mission is to create new jobs, good jobs and green jobs, and Apprenticeships 
have a key role to play in that. It is important that we continue to work collaboratively with 
employers to encourage any who can to create additional opportunities to support young 

people.  

The protection of new and existing apprentices remains an absolute priority for the Scottish 
Government during these uncertain times which is why we are today announcing these 

additional measures. Apprenticeships are not only valuable for those undertaking them, but 
they are also a way for employers to invest in their workforce and will provide the skills that 
the economy requires both now and in the future.  

I trust you find this information helpful. 

JAMIE HEPBURN 

http://www.lobbying.scot/

